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What does the Convention and the ODs say?
OD VI.2.3: Impact of tourism on the safeguarding of ICH and vice versa
187. States Parties shall endeavour to ensure that activities related to tourism… demonstrate all due
respect to safeguarding the ICH present in their territories and to the rights, aspirations and wishes
of the communities… concerned therewith:
(a) Assess the potential of ICH for sustainable tourism and the impact of tourism on the ICH and
sustainable development of the communities…. with particular attention to anticipating potential
impact before activities are initiated;

(b) adopt appropriate legal, technical, administrative and financial measures to:
(i) ensure that those concerned are the primary beneficiaries of any tourism associated with
their own ICH… while promoting their lead role in managing such tourism;

(ii) ensure that the viability, social functions and cultural meanings of that heritage are in no
way diminished or threatened by such tourism;
(iii) guide the interventions of those involved in the tourism industry and the behaviour of
tourists.

What does the Convention and the ODs say? - cont.
IV.1 Raising awareness about intangible cultural heritage
102. All parties are encouraged to take particular care to ensure that
awareness-raising actions will not:
… (e) lead to over-commercialization or to unsustainable tourism that may
put at risk the intangible cultural heritage concerned.

IV.1.2 Local and national levels/Communication and media
117. Particular attention should be paid to avoiding commercial
misappropriation, to managing tourism in a sustainable way, to finding a
proper balance between the interests of the commercial party, the public
administration and the cultural practitioners, and to ensuring that the
commercial use does not distort the meaning and purpose of the intangible
cultural heritage for the community concerned.

Key questions to consider: How to ensure…
1. …communities’ active involvement and leadership all decisionmaking processes related to their ICH and tourism?
2. …the balance between ICH safeguarding and commercial
activities related to tourism?
3. …that benefits generated through tourism go back to
communities and contribute to their sustainable development?

Opportunities provided by tourism when well-handled

• Important source of income for community
• Creation of employment opportunities

• Curb the out-migration of youth
• Contribute to safeguarding of ICH

Main risks of tourism to ICH safeguarding
Examples
Large number of tourists to attend a ritual to which access is traditionally
limited, or to visit a sacred site
Damage the environment and/or render it unfit for the ceremonial activities
 Customized/ shortened performances being put on for tourists
alone, purely for financial purposes

Decontextualization: social function distorted or annulled - cultural
meaning threatened

Key challenges - as expressed by the IGC and EB
• Attention should be paid to the possible negative impacts of
commercialization/over-commercialization;
• Potential decontextualization and jeopardization of an
element as a result of tourism;

• Focus on the promotion of a place as a tourist destination;
• Some states envisage to revive elements after its inscription
in order to promote tourism;
• Some States described how the element would change after
inscription to adapt to tourists’ wishes.

So what can we do?
• Awareness-raising
• Capacity-building of key stakeholders
• Ethical code/Code of behavior
• Guidelines for tourism industry/tourists
• Monitoring mechanism
• Strategies to ensure the communities’ benefits while
allowing tourists’ participation

Capacity-building of communities
Biocultural programme for the safeguarding of
the tradition of the Blessed Palm in Venezuela
Tourism Education programme
Aimed at educating and raising awareness
among children, teenagers, school teachers and
university professors about the significance of
drainage basins and the cloud forest, the
traditional culture of the Palmeros of Chacao,
and the legacy of German naturalists Humboldt
and Bompland, who studied the region in the
early 19th century.
© Centro de la Diversidad Cultural, 2018

Capacity-building of visitors
Picking of iva grass on Ozren mountain
(Bosnia and Herzegovina)
A local NGO – the Sokol Club – strives to
protect the area from any negative effects
stemming from tourism and excessive
numbers of people arriving on the day.
Together with other local organizations,
they instruct pickers on how to pick the
plants without threatening their survival
and the ecological balance.
13.COM 10.b.7, R3

© Museum in Doboj, 2005

Code of behavior
14.COM
10.b.19
Celestinian
forgiveness celebration (Italy)
Further commends the State Party
for acknowledging the possible
negative impacts of tourism by
proposing creative safeguarding
measures to prevent such threats
and welcomes its initiative to adopt
a code of behavior addressed to
tourists and attendees to respect
the practice;
© Massimo Alesii/Celestinian Forgiveness Committee, 2017

Short-term economic benefits contribute to sustainable development
Textile art in Taquile (Peru) – tourism and trade

• Tourism and the sale of Taquile textiles
brought income and educational
opportunities
• Reinforced pride in being Taquilean and raised
awareness about Taquilean
• New markets helped to sustain the practice,
although designs changed to respond to new
markets

Weaving in Taquile, © Instituto Nacional de Cultura / Dante Villafuerte

• Local management of cooperatives helped
Taquileans retain control over the revenue
generated from tourism and textile sales

Short-term economic benefits contribute to sustainable development

Festivity of Las Parrandas in the centre of Cuba
… positive role that can be played by sustainable
tourism in generating additional financial resources
for the successful performance of community
festivities and invites the State Party to develop a
strategy that could allow the participation of visitors
while protecting the element from the negative
impact that may arise from its possible
commercialization and popularization following an
increased influx of visitors;

13.COM 10.b.11

© National Council for Cultural Heritage, Cuba, 2014

Mechanisms and safeguarding measures- examples
Traditional spring festive rites of
the Kazakh horse breeders
(Kazakhstan)

© National Historic, Cultural and Natural Reserve-Museum
'Ulytau' (Kazakhstan), 2013

Precautionary measures
proposed aimed at redirecting the
attention of tourists from the
actual practice to a thematic
festival, thereby protecting the
intimacy and familial and
ceremonial nature of the practice.

Mechanisms and safeguarding measures- examples
Rūkada Nātya, traditional string puppet drama in
Sri Lanka
The file contains a systematic, well-structured set of
safeguarding measures
A monitoring mechanism is foreseen to be developed to take
preventive measures to protect the element from overcommercialization, inappropriate modernization or
misrepresentation.
The puppeteers participated in preparing the safeguarding
measures and will be involved in their implementation.
Decision 13.COM.10.b.34

© A.M. Dharmasiri Adikari, Sri Lanka, 2013
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